
Christian Education in Hungary

5ǊΦ tłƭ LΦ {ȊƻƴǘŀƎƘ Ph.D.

Directorof RPI

Docentof KRE

bŀƎȅƪǃǊǀǎΣ нпth October2018.



ÅHungary a Christian country since 1000

ÅFirst school in Hungary ï996 

ÅSt. Martin Hill (Pannonhalma) by the

Benedicten

2



ÅThe reformation was verystrong in Hungary ς
even becausethe young people studying in 
Germany, Netherland, Switzerland, Scotland

ÅDedication and vision for public education

ÅStrong counter-reformation



ÅαThereforego and makedisciplesof all
nations, baptizingthem in the nameof 
the Fatherand of the Sonand of the
HolySpirit, and teachingthem to obey
everythingI havecommandedyouΦέ 
(Math 28:19-20)

Ą Public schools, education

ĄNational language, national
culture



FamousReformedcolleges

Debrecen
{łǊƻǎǇŀǘŀƪ
tłǇŀ
YƻƭƻȊǎǾłǊ



Å1777: Ratio Educationis

ĄStateregulatededucationalsystem

Ą Four-yearelementaryschools

ĄTextbooks

ĄTeachertraining

Maria Theresa



Å1848/1849: legislativeacton education

Å1867: Austro-HungarianEmpire

ĄModern educationsystem

ĄEducation ActόWƽȊǎŜŦ 9ǀǘǾǀǎύ

ĄSixyearsof compulsoryeducation





¢Φ #ōǊłƳΣ ƘǘǘǇ://www.levay.tirek.hu/data/attachments/2017/12/06/122546/Sz%C3%B3r%C3%B3lap_2017.pdf



¢Φ #ōǊłƳΣ ƘǘǘǇ://www.levay.tirek.hu/data/attachments/2017/12/06/122546/Sz%C3%B3r%C3%B3lap_2017.pdf



After the SecondWorld War

1948: the State brought the church-schools 
under the control

Only 8 Catholic, 1 Calvinistic and 1 Jewish 
secondary grammar school was left in 
denominational hands.

In 1978 new schedules and new plans of 
training and education enacted

1985: Act of Education: system of counselling 
instead of school-inspectors, innovations in 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦǎΩ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƻǊȅ ǾŜǘƻ 
in case of headmasters nomination.



1990: Politicalchangeover

1990 was the starting point of denominational 
ςand Calvinistic - ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǊŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
Schools - derived from other countries - with 
special programs (such as Waldorf- and 
Rogers-schools) were also started. 

In 1993, the parliament passed the New Act on 
Public Education. The law reconfirmed the 
duration of compulsory education between 6 
and 16 and declared the freedom of school 
foundation and maintenance.



The Act of 2011 on National Public 

Education

This law, executive decrees and 

ministerial regulation followed it, 

basically renewed the system of 

public education in Hungary.

According to The Act all the

children living in Hungary have to

take part in education and fulfil

obligations, the compulsory

education.
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